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WASHINGTON. D. C.
'

TJiF. SLAYSHOLDI5G CLASS DOMINANT IN
THE REPUBLIC.

SPEECH OF WILLIAM H. SEWARD
At Detroit, October 2, I860.

Fn tovr-ClTiZEXg: The process of empirebuii-'ingin the United States is in some respectsin tv and peculiar. We had not here a Statewhich was compact and complete at its beginning.and we have not conquered other nations
or planted colonies, near or distant, to be held
a® dependencies by force alone. On the contrary,we had a broad foundation laid, uponwhich were raised at first only thirteen columns,a portion of an iudeiinite nuniber, which were
to be erected duriug a long future, all of onematerial and equal strength, and all to be combinedinseparably, according to one great originaldesign.
Xew States, ultimately to become members oftin* Federal Union, pass through stages of unorganizedcolonization, and of dependence andTumilfifo "tk'-loe ir, -!-,.i ^

j- r-- nit i cucrm uuverumcni, or matol some foreigu Power, and receive tlieir biasesand even form their social institutions duringthose eai !\ tages. Nevertheless. So intimate is
the union of all these States, that each exerts
no measured influence upon every other, while
the form lie of every one is inseparably involved
in the common destiny of all.
You will infer at once from these statementsthat the nature and character of the institutions,of even any one maturiug Territory in the UnitedStates, are subject jf the highest and posttiblyeven vital importance. Tlmt, althoughcaprice an ! oppression may be harmlessly practicedby other nations upon their provinces and

colonics, yet such wrongs, committed by our
Federal Government ..gainst our growing Territories,arc equally injurious to those Territories,and dangerous, if not disastrous, to the whole
Republic.

It is my purpose to show you. on this occasion.that the slaveholding class of the American
people is systematically and successfully pervertingtlie administration of the Government,
c specially in reg irJ to tlie Territories, so as to
change the Con-litution, and endanger the stability,welfare, and liberty of the Union.

I'irst. insomuch as this proposition must seem
to you bold, it not new, 1 shall show from generalprim iplvs that it may possibly be true ; and,secondly,.1 shall establish its truth by uudeuiubledemonstration.

First. The proposition may be true. Propertyi« an essential element of civil society. JSo is
liberty, which, properly understood, is only the
cqiAl t urfy of all citizens again-1 oppression,liow to adjust the balance between property and
liberty in Slates, is the great problem of government.Property is always jealous of enlargedUbertr. and eauccudlv to when it i* t.^.i.ii «n

relations subversive of natural justice, which is
nothing more than equality among men. Property,therefore, has always a bias towards oppression,and it derives power to oppress from
its own nature, the watchfulness of its possessors,ami the ease with which they can cotn*bine. Liberty is exposed to the danger of .such
oppression by menus of the inconsiderate ties s
nud the jealousies which habitually prevail
among subjtcts or citizens, bi every {state, all
the property cla .03 sympathize with each other
through the force oT common instincts of fear,cupidity, and ambition, and are easily marshaledunder lit" lead of one ttbich becomes dominant,ami reprc ciiLs the whole. Wherever the
rights an 1 duties of th- property classes are definedand regulated, with nidicient constraints
to prevent oppression. and liberty is at the same
time so bounded as to secure property againstsocial or individual aggre-sion, there the people
are free mi l the State is republican. Where;
this balance is not accurately adjusted, libertyis abridged, and a property class administers tbo
Government, in the t«>nn of an aristocracy, or a

monarchy, or a de-potistn. The mere mention
of the names of {Switzerland, Venice, France,
(her various alternations being remembered,)Great 1>; i'.tiu. and li.i.-sia. furnishes nil needful
uiutsir.iuims m ueM |wiiuoai. Muiua Baton
aud tbe phisic&l elements of Society ore everywherethe same. It is therefore pos-ilde that
social and political errors and evils, which have
frequently existed elsewhere, may tind entrance
here.

Secondly. The allegation of the perversion of
the Government by the slave-property class,
whirh 1 have made, is true. First, let us pee
whether such a direction of the Government as
it describes was designed or expected by its
founders. Un the contrary, tiny laid the foundation*of the Suites, not in property.much less
in slave property.but in the natural rights or

political equality of nitn. Tiny established few
safeguards of property, knowing liov. apt it itotake care tl t self, while they built strong
bulwarks around liberty, knowing bow ea-ilv
liberty is always overthrown. The 1» daratixi
of lndepen.ltnee, which no weak or wieked ciliy.enthen dared to pronounce a erica of abstractions,recited as the fundamental truth Ci the
great political society which it ushered into th»presenceof nation.-, that "all in-ti are created
equal ."endowed by their Creator with the
inalienable tights'' of "life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness;' and that "Governments
are instituted among men to secure tho.-e
rights," and derive their powers only "from the
consent ot the governed."
The Convention which framed the Constitutionsubmitted it to {lie American people by a

letter bearing the signature of George Washington,iu which its character was defined with a

steady hand in a clear light. " Individuals,"
said the Convention, "entering into society inu-:t
give up « a/iu/v of liberty to preserve the rest.
The magnitude of the sacrifice mu-t depend as
well on situation and circumstances as on the
object to be attained. In ail our deliberations
on this subject, lite object which the Convention
has kept steadily in view \ is the consolidation
of the Union, lu which is involved our prosperity,felicity, safety, )*riiaps our national existence.Tliis important consideration, seriously
iind deeply impressed on onr minds, led each
fstate in the Convention to be less rigid on

points of inferior magnitude than might have
been otherwise expected. An analysis of the
Constitution, esj«eeial!y including its amendments,justifies t hi.- ilecla; uion, that the points
oil which liiaratify (d' concession to propcrlv
was exer-i.a*d w re only thc-e of inferior magiiilude,and that neither prosperity, felicity, s !'cty,nor national e\i. fence, was intended to be
put a' hazard for the preservation of a mere
remnant or shadow of liberty. The people.
Fpcaking in the Constitution, declared their high
objects in that great transaction in words simple,majestic, and comprehensive, "To foriu a

jmrfeet t nion, establish justice, insure domestic
tranquillity, i>rovi.ie for the common defence,
promote the general welfare, and secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves and to our pusjterity."They boldly and directly laid the «.\e

to the roots of privileges; and of classes, tliey
broke the very mainsprings of aristocracy, or at
least they alb mptcd to do so by ordaining that
"no title of nobility shall be granted by the
X'nited States.or by any .State;'' and tb.it "Congrsssshall make no lav. respecting an establishmentof religion, or prohibiting the free exorcise
thereof." Although the people well knew nenrh

every fourth person in the new Republic was

actually a slave, and that perhaps one of every
twenty'persons was a slaveholder.and so thy\
well understood the existence among themselvesof caste and cla-s.yet they pertinaciously
refused to recognise cither, and, uu tiio contrary,
treated of till the subjects of the Government,
under the common and promiscuous d'scription
of "jiersons".thus c onfounding classes, aud recognisingonly men. While they aimed at an

ultimate extinction of that caste, and the class
built u *on it, bv authorizing Congress to prohibitthe importation of "person*" who were

slaves alter ltS08. and to tax it severely in the
mean lime, and while they necessarily left to the

individual Sui- 5 U>c management of Uie domes-'
tic relations of all classes and castes existing
therein, they especially declared v. hat should he

the rights and relations of all ' persons," so far
as they were to be affected by the action of the
Ftyleral Government w hich they were establishing.l- The privilege of the writ of habtat coryut
ahall not be hi ;» ^ unless when, in case of
rebellion or invasion, the public security shall
require it." " So bill of attainder or rx post
facto 1*^* shall be passed." "No capitation or

other uVrecl tax shall be laid, unless in proportionto the census." " The United States shall

guaranty to every State in the 1 nion a republicanform of (jovprnnient."' '-The right of the

people to ktrt i> and l»ear arms shall not be infringed."'* The rich! Ot" the people to be secure

in their persons, houses, pipers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall
not be violated." They ordained "trial byjn. y."
prohibited uexcessive bail and ex"essi\e fines,
and cruel and unusual punishments," and "

regervedto the Slates and to the people all the
«. powers of Government not expressly delegated

to the United States."
Among these broad and comprehensive res.-rrationsof liberty, only two inferior aud guarded

gtipulalions wr;e made with the slaveholding
class.namely, that " no person held to service
or labor in one Slate, under tin; laws thereof,

*

escaping into another, shall, in consequence ol

ynt law or regulation therein, he discharged
»
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from such service or labor, but shall be deliveredup, on claim of the party to whom such serviceor labor may be due;" and that "representativesand taxes shall be apportioned among
the several States which shall be included withinthis Union, according to their respective numbers,which shall be determined by adding to
the whole number of free persons, including
those bound to service for a term of years, and
excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all
other persons."

It is manifest that Congress cannot, without
violating the rights of the people reserved by
their Constitution, grant any favor or privilege
or advantage tq the slaveholding class, or even
ordain or permit Slavery to exist within the exclusivesphere of the Federal jurisdiction.
The spirit of the Declaration of Independence

and of the Constitution of the United States,
thus flagrantly hostile to classes, and especially
to the slaveholding class, entered largely into
the contemporaneous Constitutions and laws of
most of the States. All of them established republicanforms of Government. Most of them
asserted the political equality of men. All of
them prohibited orders of nobility and ecclesiasticalclasses, estates in mortmain, and estates
by primogeniture. Seven States immediately or
speedily prohibited Slaver}', and all of the othersearnestly debated the same great and benign
reform. Finally, though unable thus early to
abolish Slavery in six of the States where it alreadyexisted, the people in the llevolutionary
Congress effectually provided for excluding it
forever in that part of the national domain
which laid northwest of the Ohio, and in the
States which were thereafter to be established
them

I think, fellow-citizens, that I have shown to
your abundant satisfaction that such a direction
of the Administration to the establishment and
aggrandizement of the slaveliolding class, as I
have charged, if it indeed exists, is a perversion
of the Constitution of the United States.

Seventy years of our national history have
been fulfilled. Fix your attention for a moment
now on the slaveliolding ( lass, as it now exists.
Although it has been abolished by State legislationin seven of the first thirteen States, and althoughnine free States which exclude it have
been since admitted into the Union, yet the
slaveliolding class nevertheless stands erect and
lirm in fifteen of the present thirty-one States,
numbering 347,000 ''persons," on the basis of
3,1104,000 other " persons " held to labor or serviceby the laws thereof, valued at twelve hundredmillions of dollars, combined practicallywith all the real estates in those States. This
cla>s spreads itself on the one hank of the Mi3-
sissippi to the Kansas river, and 011 the other to
the Ohio, and along the Atlantic coast from the
banks of the Delaware to those of the Rio Grande.
In the States where this class exists, it is not
merely secure.it is permanent and completelydominant, to the exclusion not merely of all civil
rights on the part of the "persons who arc held
to labor or service " by it, but to the inhibition
of voluntary emancipation by the owners of
slaves, to the practical exclusion of free labor
from the Slate, and with it freedom of speech,freedom of the press, freedom of the ballot-box,
freedom of education, freedom of literature, and
freedom of popular assemblies. Thus establishedby municipal institutions, the slaveholding
class has become the governing power in each of
the slaveholding States, and it practically chooses
thirty of the sixty-two members of the Senate,
ninety of the two hundred and thirty-three
members of tin; House of Representatives, and
one hundred and live of the two hundred and
ninety-live electors of 1'resident and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States. '

Let us now repair to the Federal Capital. You 1
see, that although it is sadly wanting in the ele-
ments of industry and enterprise which distinguishthe hundred cities of the free States, yet
it i^ a respectable metropolis, rich in costly nationalstructures, monuments, and gardens. This
elegant and tasteful edifice is the palace of the
President of the United Slates. Its incumbent,
you know him right well, (for hi! hits acquired
a painful notoriety,) is a confessed apologist of
the slave-property class, a libeller of freemen and
free States which resist the aggressions of that
la-s, an abetter til'the extension of Slavery and

of the enlargement of the domain of that class,
by the violation of time-honored compacts, byarmed usurpation, conquest, and judicial corruption.You remember bis history, lie bad been
equally obscure among civilians and generals,
but In* was deemed reliable by the slave-property
class to suppress debate oil its high pretenr
sions, and he was therefore advanced to the Chief
Magistracy, to the exclusion of the most heroic,
magnanimous, and successful military chief the
country has produced.

Thi- broad highway is Pennsylvania avenae;
it leads between stately store-bouses and dwell-
inp«, occupied by slaveholders with their slaves,
to the Capitol. We ascend the terrace, through
groves embellished with statues and fountains,and enter the Senate Chamber. The Senate is '
ii'l jrc ii-. It is an august assembly of ambassa- '

dor.-, deputed by thirty-one equal States. It is
atic ;-t b\ reason of its functions. It is an Exec-
utive Council, and exercises a negative voice on J
all appointments to all places of trust, honor, or
pr«dit, in the Republic, and a negative also on all
treaties of the Republic with foreign nations. As
a Court of Impeachments it tries all political
crimes committed by public agents, and as a <

legislative body its concurrence is necessary to the j
pa.-.-ageof all the laws of the Union. The age,
experience, and dignity, of its members, together
witii the facility for transacting business which
it derives l'roin the f»n:»llnoss of its numbers, baa
enabled it to become tlie dominating political
power in the Republic. The chair belongs to tlie
Vice President of the United States. He who
was last advanced to that office is now dead.
Von remember him. lie was chosen from a
slave State. The Senate elected in his placeIuvid R.Atchison. You know him well, lie .

is chief statesman and captain in the usurpationand conquest recently elici ted by the slavehold-
ing class in Kansas. When his duties in that
relation called him away from the Capital, his
place there was assigned to Jesse D. Bright, of
Indiana. You know him also. He is acceptableand approved by the slave-property class,and he has deserved to be. i
At the feet of the presiding officer you Bee

three Secretaries, while his chair is surrounded
by printers, set geants-at-arms, door-keepers, and
pages. Each of them is either an active or pasjsivc advocate of the policy of the slaveholdingclass. i

'l'iie business of the day opens with a debate
o:i the relations of tlie country .towards (Jreat
Britain and Central America.a theme involving
not merely immediate peace or war, but ultimatelytin- continental ascendency of the Republic.The debate is instituted on tlie motion
of the Committee on Foreign Relations. The
chairman of that committee is Mr. James M.
Mason, of Virginia, author ot the last and most
notorious ot the fugitive slave laws. The other
members are, Mr. .Stephen A. Douglas, the founderof that curious and evanescent system of
Territorial CJovernnicnt, whilom known by the
name of Popular Sovereignty, hut now reoognutda« Executive Usurpation ; Mr. John A.
Slide!!, ol Louisiana, the same who has proposed
a withdrawal of the naval squadron employedin suppressing the slave trade on the coast of
Africa; Mr. John M. Clayton, of Delaware, who
pronounces the prohibition of Slavery forever
contained in the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional;Mr. John It. Weller, of California,who upholds tlie Executive Usurpation and conquestin Kansas; and with these gentlemen is
associated one opponent of the ilaveholdinc
class, namely, my honorable and excellent colleague.Mr. Hamilton Fish, of New York.
The debate h,»s ended while we have been canvassingthe committee by which it was instituted.And now the question lias changed to one

of hardly lc = - grave import «nce.namely, whetherthe Piesidcnt of the United JStates shall be
inhibited from employing the army as a police
to enforce the tyrannical laws of the slaveholdingconquerors of Kansas. This proposition of
the Iluu-e of Representatives is opposed by the
Committee on Finance. That committee has
for its chairman Mr. Robert M. T. Hunter, also
of Virginia. He is the same Senator who has
just now proposed to rescind that vote of the
Senate which rather admitted than declared that
the a:?".ult made bv l'reston S. Brooks, a Representativeof south Carolina, in theSenate Chamber,on Mr. Charles Suuiner, » Senator of Massachusetts.for words spoken in debate, was a
breach ot the privileges of the Senate. The other
members of this great committee are Mr. James
A. Pcarce, of Maryland, whom you see in his
place, franking for circulation his declaration in
favor of the slaveholders' candidate for the Presidency; Mr. Crittenden, of Kentucky, the same
Senator who, as Attorney General, removed Mr.
Fillmore's scruples concerning the suspension
of the habeas corpus in the new Fugitive Slave
Law ; Mr. Stuart, of Michigan ; Mr. Brodhead. of
Pennsylvania ; and Mr. Toucev, of Connecticut.

i all oi whom are denouncers of that agitation
which consists in exposing the aggressions ol the
slavehoiding class upoa the liberties of the
American people.
The Senate needs but little time on a question

so simple ai that which has thus been raised.
It has already vindicated the President's prerogative.and has now reached the third among
the Orders of the Day.namely, the Improve-
meat of the Navigation of the Mississippi, a
measure introduced by the Committee on Commerce.This committee has an aspect of un-
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usual equality. For although it embraces Mr.
Clay, of Alabama, and Mr. Benjamin, of Louisiana,who are eminent champions of the rightsof slaveholders, it nevertheless has for its other
members Mr. Hamlin, the newly elected Governorof Maine, the very ultra opponent of the
slaveholding class who is novr addressing you,
and Mr. Dodge, of Wisconsin, wno is its chairman.But this equality is in part accidental.
The chairman votes against the slaveholding
class, under the plea of instructions given him
by the State which he represents. Mr. Hamlin
was yet in full communion with the slaveholdingDemocracy when he wa3 appointed to this
committee, and my own place on it was assignedto me while as yet I was a National Whig,
and not as now a Republican.
The debates in the Senate interrupt us. Let

us therefore forget them, and proceed with our
examination of the constitution of its committees.The Committee on Manufactures seems to
have been framed with decided impartiality.At its head is Mr. Wright of New Jersey, a supporterof the policy of the slaveholding class,
while its other members are Mr. Allen of Rhode
Island, a moderate opponent of the Nebraska
and Kansas law, and Mr. Harlan of Iowa, Mr.
Wilson of Massachusetts, and Mr. Trumbull of
Illinois, three distinguished and etfective advocatesof Freedom.

I admit a similar equality in the constitution
of the Committee on Agriculture, for it consists
oi uie same .ur. Allen ana Mr. Llarlan, togetherwith the indoqiitable Mr. Wade of Ohio, who
are friends of Freedom, and also Mr. Thomson
of New Jersey, and Mr. Hunter of Virginia,who are defenders of the rights of slaveholders.
Glad to be just to that class, I acknowledge

with pleasure that equal liberality has been manifestedin the organization of the Committee on
the Militia. Its chairman is Mr. Houston, of
Texas, and with him is associated Mr. Bell, a
true representative of New Hampshire, a3 she
was of old, is now, and always ought to be; and
these certainly are not overbalanced by Mr.
Dodge of Wisconsin, Mr. Biggs of North Carolina,and Mr. Thompson of Kentucky.

I must nevertheless claim as a drawback on
the magnanimity of the Senate, that these three
last committees.namely, those " on Manufactures,''" on Agriculture," and " on the Militia".
have charge of public interests which have long
since been renounced by the Federal Governmentin favor of the States, and that consequentlythose committees are understood to be merelynominal, and that in fact they never submit
any measures 4br the consideration of Congress.
On the other hand we see prudence, if not

jealousy, visibly manifested in the constitution
of the Committee on the Army and the Navy,the two great physical forces of the Republic.
The tirst of these consists of Mr. Weller of California,Mr. Fitzpatrick of Alabama, Mr. Jones
of Tennessee, Mr. Iverson of Georgia, and Mr.
Pratt of Maryland, all of whom favor the
largest liberty to the slaveholding class; ami
the other is composed of Mr. Mallory of Florida,Mr. Slidell of Louisiana, Mr. Thomson of
New Jersey, Mr. James of Rhode Island, all reliablesupporters of that class, together with the
independent, upright, and candid John Bell of
Tennessee.
The slaveholding class is a careful gua dian of

the Public Domain. Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, is
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands.
He is, as you well know, of the opinion that the
agitation of Slavery is the prolific cause of the
unhappy overthrow of Freedom in Kansas, and
his associates are Mr. Johnson of Arkansas, Mr.
Clayton of Delaware, Mr. Mallory of Florida,and Mr. Pugh of Ohio, who all are tolerant of
that overthrow, and Mr. Foot, who so faithfullyrepresents the ever-reliable freemen of Vermont.

Mr. Benjamin, of Louisiana, presides over the
Committee on Private Claims upon the Public
Domain, supported by Mr. Biggs of North
Carolina and Mr. Thompson of Kentucky, with
whom are associated Mr. Foster, a Senator of
redeemed Connecticut, and Mr. Wilson of Massachusetts.

Negotiations with tho Indian tribes are continuallyrequired, to provide room for the migrationof the slaveholder with his slaves. The
Committee on Indian Affairs, excluding all Senatorsfrom free States, consists of Mr. Sebastian
of Arkansas, Mr. Rusk of Texas, Mr. Toombs of
Georgia, Mr. Brown of Mi-sissippi, Mr. Reid of
North Carolina, and Mr. Bell of Tennessee.
Two representatives of the interests of Freedom.Mr.Wade of Ohio, and Mr. Fessenden of

Maine.hold places on the Committee on Claims
against the Government; but they are quite overbalancedby Mr. Brodliead of Pennsylvania, Mr.
Ueyer of Missouri, Mr. Iverson of Georgia, and
Mr. Yulee of Florida.
The Post Office in its transactions is more

nearly domestic and municipal than any other
Department of the Government, ami comes home
to the business and bosoms of the whole people.Mr. Rusk, of Texas, is chairman of the Committeeon the Post Office and Post Roads, and
tiis associates are Mr. Yulee of Florida, Mr.
Adams of Mississippi, Mr. Jones of Iowa, balancedby Mr. Collamer of Vermont, and Mr.
Durkee of Wiscousin.
No inconsiderate legislation favorable to freemenmust be ullowed in the Senate, no constitutionallegislation necessary to the security of

Slavery must be spared. The Committee on the
Judiciary, charged with the care ol the public
jurisprudence, consists of Mr. Butler of Eolith
Carolina, Mr. Bayaid of Delaware, Mr. Geyer of
Missouri, Mr. Toombs of Georgia, Mr. Toucey of
Connecticut, and Mr. Pugh of Ohio. It was the
Committee on the Judiciary which, in 1845, reportedthe bill for removing from the State
courts into the Federal courts private uctions
brought against Federal officers for injuries
committed by them under color of their authority.
The slaveholding class watches with paternal

jealousy over the slaveholding Capital of the
United States. The Committee on the District
of Columbia consists of Mr. Ilrown of Mississippi,Mr. Pratt of Maryland, Mr. Mason of Virginia,
una -Mr. Keut of North Carolina, together with
Mr. Allen of Rhode Island.
The Committee on Territories has care of the

colonization, organization, and admission of new
States, and so is in fact the most important of
all the committees in the Senate. Mr. Douglas,of Illinois, is its chairman, and his associates
are his willing supporters, Mr. Jones of Iowa,Mr. Sebastian of Arkansas, -Mr. Biggs of North
Carolina, together with Mr. Bell of Tennessee,and the able and faithful Mr. Collamer of Vermont.

Finally, the science and literature of the countrymust not be unduly directed to the prejudice
of the interests of Slavery. The Committee on
the Library take charge of this great intellectual
interest, and it consists of Mr. Pearce of Maryland,Mr. Cass, the eminent Senator from Miehiigan,and Mr. Bayard of Delaware.
You will say that my review of the committeesof the Senate is unjust, because you have

not heard me mention the names of those distinguishedchampions of Freedom in the Senate,
John P. Hale of New Hampshire, and Charles
Sumner of Massachusetts. Behold the places
assigned to them! Mr. Hale graces the Committeeson " Revolutionary Claims" and 011
"Public. Buildings," and Mr. Sumner fills a seat
in the " Committee on Pensions."
Do not think for a moment that I impeach the

justice of the Senate in the construction of its
committees. When you learn how strong the
plaveholding interest in the Senate really is, you
will perceive at once that its representatives are
more than just.they are even liberal and generousto its adversaries. You shall decide the
question for yourselves, when I shall have called
the roll. Taking the admission of Kansas into
the Union, under the Topcka Constitution, as a
test, the classification of the Senate is as follows: Rhode Island two voices for Slavery,Connecticut one, New Jersey one, Pennsylvania
two, Delaware two, Maryland two, Virginia two,North Carolina two, South Carolina two, Georgiatwo, Alabama two, Mississippi two, Louisianatwo, Uhio one, Kentucky two, Tennessee
two, Indiana one, Illinois one. Missouri one, Arkansastwo, Michigan two, Florida two, Texas
two, Iowa one, Wisconsin one, California one.
in all, twenty-six States, giving forty-three voices
lor Slavery. For Freedom.Maine two, New
Hampshire two, Vermont two, Massachusetts
two, Connecticut one, New York two, Uhio one,Illinois one, Iowa one.only nine Slates, givingonly fourteen voices for Freedom.

Freemen of Michigan, I think I perceive that
you nre oppressed with the atmosphere of the
Senate of the United States. I cheerfully leave
it. We have cros&d the Rotunda, so rich in
memorials of the patrioti3n) and valor of our ancestors,and now we are in the Hall of Representatives.Tbe House of Renrrsenlntivoo 1
sists of two hundred and thirty-three members,
chosen severally by the people in Representative
districts. Une hundred and forty-three of them
are chosen by the people of the ffee States.
This House virtually holds a controlling power
over the Senate and the president, through its
exclusive right to originate bills for raising publicrevenue. I' is in fact the Commons of America.But, alas! if the Senit? be a strong citadel
ot' Slavery, the House of Representatives is by
no menns an impregnable bulwark of Freedom.
The slaveholding class enjoyti as advantages
which have not at some time been surrendered
to it by the House of Representatives. To-day,
indeed, we boast of a regenerated House of Representatives,faithful to the interests of human
Freedom. But, after all, our boast is founded

i
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les3 on any vantage ground actually gained by
tbe House of Representatives, than£on a retreat
safely effected from the late legislative contest,
instead of an absolute capitulation. God knows
that I do not undervalue the brave and true
champions of Freedom who have honored hu-
inanity so long in the House of Representatives:
John Quincy Ailams, Giddings, Th&ddeus Ste«
vons, Preston King, David Wilmot, John A.
King, heretofore ; and now, Grow, and Bunks,
and Burlingame, and Howard, and Sherman,
and Morgan, and Colfax, and the Washburnes all.
But I ask, nevertheless, what have we saved in
this last, our only successful contest in the
House of Representatives? Whitfield, the rep-
resentative of the Missouri borderers in Kansas,
only expelled, and Reeder, the true representativeof that Territory, rejected ; a Speaker, faith-
ful to justice and humanity, barely chosen by a

plurality; an investigation into the atrocious
crimes of Kansas barely sustained; a meager
plurality vote for the admission of Kansas, un-
der the Topeka Constitution, rendered half
worthless by au embarrassment of the question
with an incongruous vote for a reorganization
of the Territorial Government; and an eight
months struggle for the equal independence of
the House of Representatives, closed with a concessionof absolute independence to the Senate,
by consenting to its dictation in a bill directing
the supplies for the support of the civil authoritiesand the army of the United States.
Enough of the House of Representatives.

Come along with me, fellow-citizens. This passage,circuitous and descending, leads us into
the chamber of the Supreme Court of the United
Slates. It is an imposing tribunal, a great conservativedepartment of the Government. It

.v,. .,i~.v,_. .
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citizens of the different States, and between
States themselves. Its members are independentof the Legislature and of the President, and
it has the power of setting aside even laws and
treaties, if it find them subversive of the Constitutionof the United States. The court is just
opened for the business of the day. IIow fitly
does the proclamation of its opening close with
the invocation,God save the United States and
this honorable court." See, also, how the memoriesof the benefactors of mankind are held in
honor here. There is the statue of John Jay,
the author of emancipation in New York. Alas,
our imagination has quite deluded us. The
court consists of a Chief Justice and eight AssociateJustices. Of these, five were called from
slave States, and four from free States. The
opinions and bias of each of them were carefullyconsidered by the President and Senate
when he was appointed. Not one of them was
found wanting in soundness of politics, accordingto the slaveholder's exposition of the Constitution,and those who were called from the
free States were even more distinguished in that
respect than their brethren from the slaveholdingStates.
We have thus completed our survey of the

supreme authorities of the Republic. Let us now
leave the Capitol, and look into the subordinate
departments.

In this modest edifice is the Department of
State. It is the depository of the seals of the
Republic. It directs and regulates the merely
Executive operations of government at home,
and all its foreign relations. Its agents arc
numbered by the hundred, and they are dispersedin all civilized countries throughout the
world. From the chief here in his bureau to
the Secretaries of Legation in South America,
Great Britain, France, Russia, Turkey, and
China, there is not one of these agents Mho has
ever rebuked or condemned the extension or aggrandizementof Slavery. There is not one who
does not even defend and justify it. There is
noi otic who uocs noi mainuun tnat tne nag or
the United States covers with its protection the
slaves of tho slavcliolding class on the high
seas.

In the majestic pile behind this unique but
graceful colonnade, sits the Secretary of the
Treasury. lie manages the revenues and expendituresof the United States, and guards and
improves their sources, commerce, and the publiclands. Seventy millions of dollars annually
pass through his hands into those of other publicagents, contractors, creditors, and foreign
Powers. lie directs the movements of agents
who, scattered abroad in all the seaports and
in all the Slates and Territories, are counted by
the thousands. His wand contracts or opens
banks, and frees or embargoes the merchant
ships which carry on a trade, domestic and foreign,greater than that which any other nation
but one has ever maintained. All tho national
revenues are raised in such a way as to favor
most the purely agricultural labor of slaves, and
to afford the least impulse to the great wheel of
manufacture, which is turned only by the hands
of freemen. The custom-houses and the public
lands pour forth two golden streams.one into
the elections, to procure votes for the slavclioldingclass ; and the other into the Treasury, to be
enjoyed by those whom it shall see fit to reward
with places in the public service.
A walk of half a mile brings us to the portico

of a great edifice, faultlessly conforming to the
best style of Grecian architecture. This is the
Department of the Interior, and here is its Sec-
retary. lie is cnargea witn mc ministerial part
of the administration of justice, with the dispositionof the public lands, the construction of
buildings, the granting of patents, and the paymentof pensions. His agents abound especially
in the Territories and States, built on the public
domain. You see them here among yourselves,
and know them well. Did you ever know one
of Ihem whose devotion to the slaveholding
class could he shaken by any miracle less than
that which converted Saul of Tarsus, a persecutorof saints, into a preacher of righteousness?

Merely turning a short corner, we reach the
General Post OHice. This is the great domiciliaryinquisition of the Government. It reaches,
by long amis, with insinuating fingers, every
settlement, village, city, and State capital, in
forest, prairie, mountain, and plain, among the
lakes and rivers of our own country, and pervadeswith its presence the seas throughout the
whole earth. There is not one, of its more than
twenty thousand agents, who is false to the
slaveholding interest, unless indeed he is so obscureas to have escaped, not merely the notice
of the chief of the Department itself, but also the
envy of stimulated avarice and ambition in his
own neighborhood.
A circuit of half a mile has now brought ns

to the Department# of " War" and the " Navy."
Here two energetic and far-sighted ministers,
brought from the slaveholding .States, and
identified with their policy, wield the two great
physical forc es of the Republic, each ready, on

recoiling a despatch by telegraph, to subdue resistanceto reclaimants of fugitive slaves in Boston,to disfranchising statutes in Kansas, or to
slave coursers on the high seas.

Finally, in the most unpretending of all the
public edifices sits the Attorney General of the
United States. It belongs to the ofiice of an AttorneyGeneral to be a willing adviser and cunningexecutioner of the policy of the power by
whom he was appointed. When or where, in all
the memorable struggles of liberty with prerogative,in this country or in Europe, lias this
character been more successfully illustrated than
it has been by the present Attorney General, in
his etforts to establish the interests of the slaveholdingclass, and crush out its opponents in the
free States?

Fellow-citizens, you start with astonishment
at the picture 1 have made, by simply bringing
together well-known and familiar, but distant,
objects into one group, and in a clear light. You
say that it cannot be truthful. I reply, if it be
not truthful, then let any one here, whatever
may be his political bias or associations, point
out a single figure that is wrongly placed on the
canvass, or show a spot where the cold and passionlessshadowing I have given to it ought to
be mellowed.
You arc impatient of my theme, but I cannot

release you yet. Mark, if you please, that thus
far I have only shown you the mere governmentalorganization of the slaveholding class in
the United States, and pointed out its badges of
supremacy, suggestive of your own debasement
and humiliation. Contemplate now the reality
of the power of that class, ami the condition to
which the pause of human nature has been reduced.In all the free States, the slaveholder
argues and debates the pretensions of his class,
and even prosecutes his claim for his slave beforethe delegate of the Federal Government,
with safety and boldness, as he ought. He exhojtsthe citizens of the free States to acquiesce,
and even threatens them, in their very homes,
with the terrors of disunion, if that acquiescence
is withheld; and he does all this with safety, as
he ought, if it be done at all. lie is listened to
with patience, and replied to with decorum, even
in his most arrogant declamations, in the Halls
of Congress. Through the effective sympathyof other property classes, the slayeholding powermaintains with entire safety a press and permanentpolitical organizations in all the free States.
On thp contrary, if you except the northern borderof Delaware, there is nowhere in any slare|holding State personal safety for a citizen, even
of that State itself, who questions the rightfulnational domination of the slaveholding class.
Debate of its pretensions, in the Halls of Congress,is carried on at the perils of limb and life.
A free press is no sooner set up in a slaveholding
State, than it is demolished, aud citizens who assemblepeacetblly to discuss even the extremes!
claims of Slavery nre at first cautioned, and, if
that is ineffectual, banished or flain, eten mora
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surely than the resistants of military despotism
in the French Empire. Nor, except just now,
has the case been much better, even in the free
States. It is only as of yesterday, when the free
citizens, assembled to discuss the exactions of
the slaveholding class, were dispersed in Boston,Utica, Philadelphia, and New York. It is
only as of yesterday, that when I rose, on requestof citizens of Michigan, at Marshall, to
speak of the great political questions of the day,
I was enjoined not to make disturbance or to
give offence by speaking of free soil, even on
the ground which the Ordinance of 1787 had
saved to Freedom. It was only as of yesterday,
that Protestant Churches and Theological Seminaries,built on Puritan foundations, vied with
the organs of the slaveholding class in denouncinga legislator who, in the act of making laws
affecting its interests, declared that all human
laws ought to be conformed to the standard of
eternal justice. The day has even not yet passed
when the press, employed in the service of educationand morality, expurgates from the books
which are put into the hands of the young all
rellectious on Slavery. The day yet lasts when
the flag of the United States flaunts defiance on
the high seas, over cargoes of human merchandise.Nor is there an American representative
anywhere, in any one of the four quarters of the
globe, that does not labor to suppress even there
the discussion of American Slavery, lest it may
possibly affect the safety of the slaveholding class
at home. If, in a generous burst of sympathy with
the struggling Protestant Democracy of Europe,
we bring off t lie field one of tlieir fallen champions,
to condole with and comfort him, we suddenly
discern that the mere agitation of the principles
of Freedom tend to alarm the slaveholding class,
and we cast him off again as a waif, not merely
worthless, but dafigerou3 to ourselves. The naturaland ancient order of tinners is reversed
Freedom has become subordinate, sectional, and
local; Slavery in its influence and combinations
lias become predominant, national, and general.
Free, direct, and manly utterance in the cause
of Freedom, even in the free States themselves,
leads to ostracism, while superscrviceability to
the slaveholding class alone secures preferment
in the national councils. The descendants of
Franklin, and Hamilton, and Jay, and King, arc

unprized.
-'-till tlley learn to betray,

Undistinguish'il they live, if they shame not their sires,
And the torch that would light them to dignity's way,

M b.st be caught from the pile when theircountry expires."
In this course of rapid public demoralization,

what wonder is it that the action of the Governmenttends continually with fearfully augmentingforce to the aggrandizement of the slaveholdingclas3 ? A Government can never be betteror wiser, or ^ven so good or so wise as the
people over whom it presides ? Who can wonder,
then, that the Congress of the United States, in
1820, gave to Slavery the west bank of the Mississippiquite up to the present line of Kansas, and
was content to save for Freedom, out of the vast
region of Louisiana, only Kansas and Nebraska ?
Who can wonder that it consented to annex and
admit,Texas, with power to subdivide herself intofive slave States, so as to secure the slaveholdingclass a balance against the free States then
expected to be ultimately organized in Kansas
and Nebraska? Who can wonder, that when this
annexation of Texas brought on a war with
Mexico, which eijded in the annexation of UpperCalifornia aid New Mexico, every foot of
which was free from African Slavery, Congress
divided that vast Territory, reluctantly admitting
the new State of California as a free State, becauseshe would not consent to establish Slavery,
dismembered New Mexico, transferred a large
portion of it to slaveholding Texas, and stipulatedthat what remained of New Mexico, togetiier
with Utah, should lie received as slave States, if
the people thereof should so demand? Who
can wonder that the President, without any reproofby Congress, simultaneously offered to
Spain two hundred millions of dollars for the
purchase of Cuba, that it might be divided into
two slaveholdinLr States, to be admitted as mem-

b«rs of the Federal Union, and at the same time
menaced the European Powers with war if they
should interfere to prevent the consummation of
the purchase ? Who can wonder that, emboldenedwith these cjoneessions of the people, Congressat last sanctioned a reprisal by the slaveholdingclass uppn the regions of Kansas and
Nebraska, not onlthe ground of justice or for an

equivalent, but simply on the ground that the
original concession of them to Freedom was extortedby injustice and unconstitutional oppressionby the free States? Who can wonder that
the slaveholding class, when it had obtained the
sanction of Congress to that reprisal, by giving
a pledge that tlue people of those Territories
should be perfectly free nevertheless to establishFreedom therein, invaded the Territory of
Kansas with arm^d forces, inaugurated an usurpation,and established Slavery there, and disfranchisedthe supporters of Freedom by tyrannicallaws, enforced by tire and sword, and that
the President and Senate maintain unci uphold
the slaveholding interests in these culminating
demonstrations of their power, while the House
of Representatives lacks the power, because it
is wanting in the virtue, to rescue the interests of
Justice, Freedom, and Humanity ? Who can wonderthat Federal Courts in Massachusetts indict
defenders of Freedom for sedition, and in Pennsylvaniasubvert the State tribunals, and pervertthenartea* corpus, the great writ of Liberty, into
a process for arresting fugitive slaves, and coustrueinto contempt, punishable by imprisonmentwithout bail or mainprizc, the simple and
truthful denial of personal control over a fugitivefemale slavu, who has made her own voluntaryescape from bondage? Who can wonder
that in Kansas lawyers may not plead or juries
be empannelled in the Federal Courts, nor can
even citizens vote, without first swearing to supportthe Fugitivo Slave Law and the Kansas and
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the press the right of slaveholders to domineer
there, are punished with imprisonment or death ;
free bridges over which citir.ens who advocate
free institutions, may pass, free taverns where
they may rest, and free presses through which
they may speak, are destroyed under indictments
for nuisances ; and those who peacefully assembleto debate the grievances of that class, and
petition Congress for relief, are indicted for high
treason ?

Just now, the wind sets with some apparentsteadiness in the North, and you will readilyconfess therefore that I do not exaggerate the
growing aggrandizement of the slavcholding
class, but you will nevertheless insist that that
aggrandizement is now and may be merely temporaryand occasional. A moment's reflection,however, will satisfy you that this opinion is
profoundly untrue. What is now seen is onlythe legitimate maturing of errors unresisted
through a period of more than thirty years. All
the fearful cviis now upon us are only the inevitableresults of efforts to extinguish, by delays,concession, and compromises, a discussion to
which Justice, Reason, and Humanity, are continuallylending their elemental fires.
What, then, is the tendency of this aggrandizementof the slave interest, und what must be its

end, if it be not now or speedily arrested ? 1m-
mediate consequences arc distinctly in view.
The admission of Kansas into the Union as a
&lave State, the subsequent introduction of Slaveryby means equally flagrant into Nebraska,and the admission of Utah with the twin patriarchalinstitutions of legalized Adultery and
Slavery, and these three achievements crowned
with the incorjioration of Cuba Into Hie Republic.Beyond these visible fields lies a region
of fearful speculation . the restoration of the
African slave trade, and the desecration of all
Mexico and Central America, by the infliction
upon the half-civilized Spanish and Indian races
dwelling there, by our hands, of a curse from
which, inferior as they are to ourselves, theyhare had the virtue once to redeem themselves.
Beyond this area last surveyed lies that of civil
and servile war?, national decline and.at lx.

1 fear to open up these distant views, because
I know that you will attribute my apprehensions
to a morbid condition of mind. But confining
myself to the immediate future which is so fearfullyvisible, I ask you in all candor, first, whetherI have ever ln-fore exaggerated the aggrand-
izement of the slavcholding class. Secondly,
whether the movement that I now forbode 13
really more improbable than the evils once seem-
ed, which are now a startling reality.IIow are these immediate evils, and whatever
of greater evils that are behind them, to he pre-
vented ! L>o you expect that those who have
heretofore coudselled compromise, acquiescence,
and submission, will change their course, and
come to the rescue of Libert}' ? Even If this
were a reasonable hope, are Cass, and Douglas
and Buchanan, greater or better than the states-

menwho havo opened the way of compromise,
and led these modern statesmen into it? And
if they indeed ^ro :o much greater and so much
better, do you yxpeet them to live forever?

Perhaps you expect the slaveholding class will
abate its pretensions, and practice voluntarily the
moderation which you wish, but dr.re not demand
at its hands. IIow long, aud with what success,
have you waited already for that reformation ?
Did any property class ever so reform itself?
Did the Patricians in old Bome, the Noblesse or
the Clergy in France? The Landholders in
Ireland ? The landed Aristocracy in England ?
Does the slaveholding class even seek to beguile
you with such a hope t Has it not become rapacious,arrogant, defiant? Is it not waging
civil war against Freedom, wherever it encounters
real resistance ? No 1 no I you have let the lion

I 4«

JtY 5, 18-57.
and the spotted leopard into the sheep-fold.
They certainly will not die of hunger there, nor

retire from disgust with satiety. They will re-

main there so long as renewed appetite shall find
multiplied prey. Be not self-deceived. When-
ever a property class of any kind is invited by
society to oppress, it will continue to oppress.
Whenever a slaveholding class finds the nonslavekoldingclasses yielding, it will continue its
work of subjugation.

People of Michigan, I know full well that it
seems ungracious in me to dwell on this painful I
theme. It is not such an acknowledgment of
your manifold hospitalities as you expected. It
is hard for the weary mariner to look steadily
on the newly-revealed rocks towards which he
has too long been carelessly drifting. It is not
east' for the prodigal to look with contentment
on the rags and husks which meet him as he
retires from the house of his harlotry. Nevertheless,there is no way of escaping any imminentdanger, without first calmly and steadily
looking it fully in the face, and ascertaining its
real nature and magnitude.

Here again you will deny the justice of my
parallels.you will claim to be merely innocent
and unfortunate, and will upbraid the slaveholdingclass as the builders of this impending
ruin. But you cannot escape so. The fault is
not at all with that class, but with yourselves.
The slaveholders only act according to their
constitutions, education, and training. It is the
non-slaveholding classes in the free States who
are recreant to their own constitutions and false
to their own instincts and impulses, and even
to their own true interests. Who taught the
shareholding class that Freedom, which could not
be wholly conquered at once, could be yielded
in successive halves by successive compromises ?
Who taught the slaveholding class the specious
theories of Non-intervention and Popular Sovereignty,and the absolute obligation of tyrannicallaws enacted by armed usurpation ? Vour
own Cass, and Douglas, and Pierce, and Buchanan.Who established Cass, Douglas, Pierce,
and Buchanan, at Washington, and gave them
the power to march their slaveholding armies
into Kansas? The non-slaveholding society in
the free States, and no portion of that society
more willingly and more recklessly than you,
the People of Michigan.
You adroit all this, and you ask how are

these great evils, now so apparent, to be corrected.thesegreat dangers, now so manifest, to
be avoided. I answer, it is to be done, not as
some of you have supposed, by heated debates
sustained by rifles or revolvers at Washington,
nor yet by sending armies with supplies and
Sharpe's rifles into Kansas. I condemn no necessaryexercise of the right of self-defence, anywhere.Public safety is necessary to the practice
of the real duties of champions of Freedom.
But this is a contest in which the race is not to
the physically swift, nor the battle to those who
have most muscular strength. Least of all is it
to be won by retaliation and revenge. The victorywill be to those who shall practice the highestmoral courage, with simple fidelity to the
principles of humanity and justice. Notwithstandingall the heroism of your champions in
Washington and Kansas, the contest will be
fearfully endangered, if the slaveholding class
shall win the President and the Congress in this
great National Canvass. Even although everyoneof these champions should perish in his
proper field, yet the Rights of .Man will be saved,
and the tide of oppression will be rolled back
from our Northern plains, if a President and a

Congress shall be chosen who are (rue to Freedom.
The People, and the People only, are sovereign
iind irresistible, whether they will the ascendency
of Slavery or the triumph of Liberty.
Harsh as my words may have seemed, I do

my kinnsmen and brethren of the free Slates no
such injustice as to deny that great allowances
are to be made for the demoralization 1 have described.We inherited complicity with the
slaveliolding class, and with it prejudices of
caste. We inherited confidence and affection
towards our Southern brethren.and with these,
our political organizations, and profound reverencefor political authorities, all adverse to the
needful discussion of Shivery. Above all, we
inherited a fear of the dissolution of the Union,
which can only be unwholesome when it ceases
equally to affect the conduct of all the great partiesto that sacred compact. All these inheritanceshave created inlluences upon our political
conduct, which are rather to be deplored than
condemned. I trust that at last these influences
are about to cease. I trust so, because, ifwe have
inherited the demoralization of Slavery, we have
also attained the virtue required for emancipation.If we have inherited prejudices of caste,
we have also risen to the knowledge that politicalsafety is dependent on the rendering of equal
and exact justice to all men. And if wo have
suffered our love for the Union to be abused so
as to make us tolerate the evils that more than
all others endanger it, we have discerned that
great error at last. If we should see a citizen
who had erected a noble edifice, sit down inactivelyin its ball, avoiding all duty and enterprise,lest he might provoke enemies to pull it
down over his head, or one who had built a majesticvessel, nioor it to the wharf, through fear
that he might peradventure run it upon the
rocks, we should condemn his fatuity any folly.
We have learned at last that the American peoplelabor Dot only under the responsibility of
preserving this Union, but also under the responsibilityof making it subserve the advancementof Justice and Humanity, and that neglect
of this last responsibility involves the chief peril
to which the Union itself is exposed.

1 shall waste little time on the newlv-invcntcd
apologies for continued demoralization. Tho
question now to be decided is, whether a slaveholdingclass exclusively shall govern America,or whether it shall only bear divided sway
with non-slaveholding citizei a. It, concerns all
persons equally, whether they are Protestants or

Catholics, native-born or exotic citizens. And
therefore it seems to me that this is no time lor
trials of strength between the native-born and
the adopted freemen, or between any two
branches of one common Christian brotherhood.
As little shall I dwell on merely personal partialitiesor prejudices affecting the candidates

for public trusts. Each fitly personates the
cause he represents. Beyond a doubt, Mr. Buchananis faithful to the slaveholding class, as
Mr. Fillmore vacillates between it and its opponents.1 know Mr. Fremont well ; and when
1 say that I know that he combines extraordinarygenius and unquestionable sincerity of
purpose with unusual modesty, I am sure that
you will admit that, be is a true representativeof the Cause of Freedom.

Discarding sectionalism, and loving my countryand ail its parts, and bearing an affection
even to the slaveholding class, none the less
sincere because it repels me, I cordially adoptthe motto which it too often hangs out to delude
us. 1 know no North, no South, no East, and
no M'est; for I know that he who would offer
an acceptable sacrifice in the present crisis must
conform himself to the divine instructions, that
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem,shall we worship the Father; but the hour
cometh, and now is. when the true worshippersshall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.

Last ot all, I stop not to argue with tho'sc
who decry agitation and extol conservatism, not
knowing that conservatism is of two kinds.that
one which, yielding to cowardly fear of present,inconvenience or danger, covers even politicalleprosy with protecting folds and that other '

and better conservatism, that heals, in order that jthe body of the Commonwealth may be healthfuland immortal.
F»llnw.i'iti»sno T ~ . 'i * t i 1
.» am nnuri: null I lliivi" spokenwith seriousness amounting to solemnity. '

Do not infer from thence that I am despondent f
or distrustful of present triumph and ultimate '
regeneration. It has required a strong pressure !
Upon the main-spring of the public virtue to jawaken its elasticity. Such pressare has reach-
ed the centre of the spring at last. They who i
have reckoned that its elasticity was lost, are
now discovering their profound mistake. The
people of the United State3 have dallied longwith the acactus, and floated carelessly on the ,calm seas that always reflect summer skies, but (they have not lost their preference for their own
changeless Jleur <lt lis, and they consult no other
guidance, in their course over the waters, than
that of their own bright, particular, and constantstar, the harbinger of Liberty. \
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EXTRACTS FROM OUR LETTERS.
Pouy/tkeepsie} Dec. .'iO, 18 >G..The fact is,

we need, and must have, a paper at \\ ashingtonthat will not bew down to the Moloch oi
Slavery, nor suffer, without remonstrance and
energetic resistance, his infatuated devotees to
commit to his embrace our infant States. We
waut the doctrine proclaimed continually at
the seat of Government, that 44 Righteousnessexalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to anypeople." One would think that a majority of
our Senators had never heard the adage, that
44 Honesty is the best policy," or if they have,
that they regard it in the same category of
vaunted self-evident truths to which they refer
that clause of (he Declaration of Independencewhich asserts that44 All men are created with
certain inalienable rights," &c., aud which
some of them, with amusing self complacency,stigmatize as a 44 self-evident lie."

Legislation in our country seems to be fast,
approaching to the degraded condition of a
system of trick3 ; and the most successful tricksteris, in many quarters, comiijg to be regardedthe best legislator.
Look at the catchword of 44 Squatter Sovereignty,"aud see what iniquitous purposes it

has been made to cover. The real vitality of
the principle which that term implies has
never for a moment been entertained by a verylarge number of those who have been most
lusty in their support of the measures which
have been introduced under its aegis. The
whole system of measures relating to Kansas
seems to be an enormous trick. The repeal of
the Missouri Compromise; the oppressive actionof the Government against Freedom-loving
men, who had gone to Kansas in harmony with
til A Arrro r»«'»» rk r» It n± 1- ~

--- a a. GiULUl jr j WIC reCUgnising&3 obligatory on them, of a code of laws
established by a Legislature constituted byarmed bauds of invaders, who were not citizens,and containing enactments in the last degreerevolting to humanity; the toleration, on the
one hand, of murder and rapine, with not even
a word of rebuke, while, on the other, the
slightest accusation of the most characterless
wretch has been followed with a lash of scorpions.these,with other considerations, would
seem sufficient to crown with historical infamythe names of those men who have participatedin the evident design of Jon inn Slavery uponKansas. The monument that should be raised
in commemoration of the legislative and executiveaction in reference to Kansas, would be
justly and significantly beaded with the inscriptionof Ba>l Faith ; and on all its sides would
be written the catalogue of consequent sutforings.

While such is the condition of things, Governmentcannot command the respect of the
citi/.eus, much les3 of foreign Powers. To
what are we to attribute the restless and insolentspirit that is abroad in the land, but to the
fact that justice in legislation may be disregarded? What else i3 done by such legislationthan to educate and encourage men to
make unreasonable demands? And when
these demands come to conflict on all tides,what conservative power shall remain in a Governmentthat has set the worst example of politicalinfidelity?
Among tire conservative agencies, the most

powerful, doubtless, is an ei lightened publicsentiment. l>at public sentiment is in great
measure an effect, which nay be truly regarded
as having its origin in, cr at least having its
expression in, the press of the country : and
the kind of sentiment will necessarily partakeof the principles in which it share;; faencr.
for one, I am quite sensitive to the truth that
we ought to support papers that vindicate principlesof equity and justice to all men. As
such I regard the National Era : and I tender
to you my hearty good wishes for the prosperityand long-continued usefulness of your pe-riodical.

Shenandoah Co., la., Jan. Id, 1857..I reallythink, if the non-slaveholders ot Shenandoah
county would read your paper, they would soon
cease to co operate with the Slavery Oligarchy,.1.. . » " . " *I
x,Kf piuoviiuc rriitt'w tiitzy picnsc iu unu :*n AUtJ*

liiiouist,"' or, iu other words, a "Black Republican.''
I was persecuted for voting the Republicanticket. My life was threatened on the eveningof the general election, in Woodstock, and my

name cast out for evil in some of the Valley
papers. But, notwithstanding all this, I have
gained true friends by taking ro decided a stand
iu the great and good Republican cause. 1 fee!
encouraged to press forward in advocating the
Republican principles, and truly wish you God
speed in the great and good cause of Libertyaud Freedom, for which our noble ancestors
have bled and died. You have nobly acquittedyourself in this good cause, for which you
merit the good wishes of the American people.

Beloit, Wis., Jan. 7, 1^57..We have been
very much amusc-d, as weli as edified, by your
extracts from Southern editorials, and hopethey will be continued. It, is ridiculous to hear
these men crying fanatic, fanaticism, whilst
they are themselves_iudu!ging in such crazyvagaries; as though the growth of commercial
cities depended upon the resolutions of a few
hundred windy politicians.the Sir Oracles of
plantation life, and the braggarts of small towns;
or, as though the spasmodic efforts of these idle
gentlemen could in the slightest degree hinder
the progress of millions of industrioua,enterpri- ]
sing, una well-educated freemen, in their march
toward wealth, intelligence, and political power.

nr. i>. a.

Congressional Correspondence.
Gilroy, San/a Clara county, Co/., Dec. 17,185G..As one of that class l>y the honorable*

usually denominated " my dear constituent*,"I wish to record my protest against that
Border Ruffian act, by which members of the
present Congress voted money into their own
pockets. They virtually agreed to serve their
constituents for eight dollars per day. When
they arrived at Washington, after emptying
our Treasury of seventy live millions of money,after squandering millions of acres of the nationaldomain, by giving it away to railroad
companies, Tom, Dick, and Harry.-after refusingto set the seal of condemnation upon one
of the most gigautic frauds and bare faced villaiiiesever perpetrated in arty country this side
the dark ages.after trampling in the dust the
liberties of the free settlers of Kansas, and
laying their towns in ashes.after doing a!!
this, they come to the conclusion that eightdoliars per day is too little for no muck work.
The constituent is pretty warm, but it is some

consolation to know that absenteeism is almost
cured.members were never before so punc-
tual in attendance. Besides, the proposition
now is, to punish voluntary absenteeism at the
rate of $25 per day..Ed. Era.

iRepublicanism in Illinois. i

Springfield, III., Jan. 14, 1K57..1 was pres-
ent here on Monday, the 12th inst, at the iu- t

figuration of the Republican State officers.
The Old Line Democracy had had control of
he Capitol so long, that they appealed to think
heir dispossession a mere farce, and that in a
Few days they would again be permitted to re-
iacie their .seats. But 1 think their fate is !

sealed. Rennblicanism will continue to grow
iitronger and stronger in Illinois, until the majoritiesfor Freedom aud Free Soil, rolled upby the Young Giantess of the West, w.Il be <

squal to those of the Kmpire State in the last
election.

The, Republican party in this State is much
3tronger now than it was at the Novemberelection. Many of the Fillmore men acknovel-
;uge mat they were deceived by their leaders,?lse they would have voted for Fremont.
Windham, Tortafie Co., O., Jan. 21, 18.17..I fiend you an account of a remedy for poisons,which j think worthy to be published through- !

out the world. Very respectfully, yours, Ac., '

Luther Hcmuijrkv. '

Eaw Onions a Cure for Various Poisons.
This remedy has been effectually tried fcrthe i

stings of beea, wasps, and hornets, with good
success. Take an onion, and cut it horizontal- ^ly, and immediately apply it to the wounded
part, rubbing it thoroughly; and, when no ]
more juice will come from the onion, cut airain, i
and apply until the paiu ceases. In most cases, '

if the application is made immediately after the ,
infliction of the stiug, there will be no swelling.If the swelling has already commenced, the ,
process of rubbing must be longer continued. (
In case of a severe swelling, it may be neces-

(r.&ry to bruise the onion, and apply as a poultice,so as more than to cover the tumor. The
poultice should be often renewed until the
swelling subside?.

Cure for the Bite or a Battlesnake.
A case : About forty years ago, a lad, by the

name of Thomson, who resided in Middlefield,
Ueauga county, Ohio, was bitten by a rattle- i

<
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snake, on the end of bis heel. The consequence
was, that in a 6hort time be became very much ,

swollen, deaf, and blind, and bia attendants fctthought he would live but a very short tim*.
Onions were bruised, and applied plentifully, a*
a poultice, to the wound, and in five minutes
he was perceptibly better. The application »
was renewed at short intervals, and finally appliedto his whole body. He recovered, and

[irobably is now alive. I saw him a well man
ast spring.

It is believed that onions, applied faithfullyin a similar manner, may be a remedy for the
bite of a spider, or any other poisonous insect,
or snake.
As very much damage has been done, at.i

many lives lost, by the bite of mad dogs, I would
suggest whether it would not be best to make
a thorough trial of the above remedw in /

c -r J V»4CC

of the bite of a mad dog upou man or beast.
It cati be easily tried.

FREE LABOR WAREHOUSE.
Dry Goods and Groceries, Strictly Free Lain .

rpilK inid-rsigiied invites »it» iiln>n to Iii« c--v Iin-ill. The eotton.inaiiut'jirtured in hit iinil «
free labor. A lurge stock of staple fabric" in vi.i,
accumulating for spring sales Price", i-t«, and
sent by mail. (iKOl'.fiK \V. I.OJt
5-Jij Fifth and Cherry s's Pnilic Iphic

A Daily Companion for Professional and Busintst
Men.

THE AMERICAN ALMANAC
AM

REPOSITORY OF USEFUL KNOWLEDGE,
For the Year 1857.

One vol. Initio; abetil tm jp.-es. Price, i?l in j
SI .25 ll<|ii;nl. r '

The Auitrican Alinuuac i< urn well known to rripure
more tlinn n aiinple aiiuOiiiicnlieiti, having been regular
published far twenly-i ijtiil y-ai s. and having become, on
account of the extent mid reliability ot .Is information. an
ind'speiisahle companion to i-Ji-dalors cliolnr-, and lie
of every profession und business. No library is now ci.i 9
pletc without it.

' It surpasses. in comprehensiveness and value, :i \similar comprint in the world;".AV'nmnf Infrh'tw
" One of the most useful ami vaiiinble ptiiiliealiousthe country and the age.".l'il!\bui .h>nr>i«ti
" Kvery page is worth the price 01 tin- work As .< -.era! reference hook, it has no. <, ui1T o if II'
" Of it; value as a work of reference in .u-t :,i ,'graphical, untrononiieal, ami other n r» < i\.- M;.

ine.it. too much can barely bej-aid. I' a puhl it'ion findispensable naeessitf to jvcry hiu! e
room. mid no ore can well do without as v..r>«ii. niValuable tables.".A'lat.

II. / Sent by until, post-pi. if, 011 receipt o; adv« (lis. .1

CliOSBY. NICHOLS, A. CO., |i111 Washington »lrert. Boston II
It7* Papers intertill* the above. and s._.i.li:i- ns a B

marked copy, shall fecdive tla- work. .r.\s.

IT 5 not A DYE! *

PKK.SIDKNT J II. KATo.V I.I. P.
Union Uni<-t-tlii. Alu r.-o. T-'i-t

Savs: ' Notwithstanding tl.t iru^nlu ns. ©i Mr. > \ CmAllen"'* World"* M:tir Re*tor. r Ae . t.-tjr <

Ctri- ti. n-i-t my i rtnrltKkt tc.rt rbior-tl to tktir ori-t mi-UI1V. M TM.VI'l'il r R. (xt y y« ttr* o. aye.) fit.Chn tnyo county. N. V '.*!» hair now restored tonatural colot, and rM-s to ftdl oil."
RKV. WA1. CUCTKR. I*!. er -; Mt.ge/inc, N \" My hair in changed toil* >ntf r:il ro'or." Ac
R! '.V M. P. Si'ONK, it. P, Concord. \" M M I, r

which was eray. is now r- top. <1 toil, iitur color." &iRKV. II. CLMNPHi'viN. Clii. tien. | I i hii »t..l ii
lest'tfoitv. and recoiatmiiid it ;« my ir - <ls." wRl'V. 1). T. IV(Kll). .Mid.:i« town. N Y My o» -

hair hu« trretiliy t.'.ickrnrd. tils*. that ofone of my itunily.who was Ik ei'iini;:: aid."
RKV J. P. Tl sTI V.Cliar:» r.i, S : "The win'hairis becoming obviated, ai <1 -w itair loimin «V e.

Wc might swell this lin, bu'f if not eottvinced. tkv ir

MRS. S. A. Al.l.ISVS iVI.OBAf.SAMl M,
Or World's I loir IV . li«*. i* . ... nlr'.l to u-e with I.
Restorer, and is III. he«l llair Press.n J lor old or r.i.n
extent, ncing often edirtieioiis in cases of hair fa. .,n
Ac., wi' io.'t tac Rcsleror.

t iray-hatred, bald, or persons ntllicled w.th diseases .
the hair or t'ti p. read lite above. and judtfe ot

MR-». S. A. Al.l.KVS WORLD'S HAIR RP.sn>RI R
It <lo--i »!< ' soil or xltiin. Sold by all the principn' wlio!<

sale and r< tail mi retinitis la the United States, Cuba ot
pHiiadu.

Depot, 356 Broome street, Now York.
Some dealers try to J at I .« 'e- instead ct" tins, t

wlucii tliey make more prolit. Write to Depot for < ,i.
lar and inioriiiution.

!) ale.-s sending M, or more, will receive the anion",
as per terms. .VJ!

EVKItY READER
Will plane In rend thin:

WOHK FOP. ALL, AND WORK WHICH PAYS. >

]F you want employment. ** id at once for Mr S.
t;ireiilar to Rook Ayen'.s. Ourli toi books,

tJtc most sale ibie Pictorial P.fijiraiioiis and w. em,
more canvasser* than onv other house Address, p.,paid. ROIM.KT SKAItS. Publish, r.tV.'lI"-! William st.. New y..r«

HE R A L DS OF FREEDOM.
" Truth. Love Justice."

% -sPublished this day,
BY C. H. B1AINARD,

|..l IV-.....................

VM AfiMFICKNT I 11 i»«»v; nij J* r» with ihr el (
lill** him! motto, intend. il I" a companion lit tl:o
"CHAMPIONS OF FREEDOM,"

it «lii«*h art' | r ->etileil tin- portrait* 01
Wll.ltl A M U.OYH <; \RilSON,

1'tiiLr.ii's
TIIKODORK PAUKI It.

KM.I'll W'AI.IMi KMF.RSoN. I
<;i:hki r smith.

JoSHl'a K OIDHIMis
SA.MCKl, J MAV.

Tlier-c Portraits have been drawn hi ihr highest M>
[>f the an. Iiy iIihi unrivalled French artist. I., lint/fromdaguerreotypes tnken ej(pn>«ly lor the purpo-e

*

lire l!:r ino-l tjiillilul likenf--« » of the cisln ui-ii d
nnyinal* e\< r presented t<> ilif public.

Prirt ^1.0(1.
J]7~ A copy oI this itdiiiirnldc Print will In* ><*!ii to.r*.':v

pari <*ft!ic lotted Stan*by Until, free of postage. ami
i safe manner, at thi* Mime piice 1! i« ini
-I '(I. 'I'hc cuinpniii'in to lliit*. the " Clia:tipi<m» l'rloin."will be sent lo rrdi-r «1 the terms. :i in n <
mine manner. AililK'ri

C. II. URAINAUH,535131 ;A'ns:iiin;liiii *tnKo«'o"

THE KMPEROlt OP RUSSIA.
rli|ir. ECLECTIC kUoAKIXK far Jauanry. i-&I embeilielied willi a *r>!e|.d:d pr.rirnit of tin- I'm: mi
in Ku*»ia, another ot I)'. Cliilim is in addition lo r
lalci* of content* s»-rv> (I lip emu il"* Foreign ri
himI r< udy lor ii« friend* mi'l i*'In n- I; *li<.ti'd
cry library. The Kclpetie hu* iwiv.c iimui r* '
pages, twelve fine porlrnili or en-.r i\ings, t r-. ^volume*, with titles and inddyes. nml nearly l.-otl -.

each y<:ir. Po-tage. three *:t- on each iiuinlt ' 1
l<i an> part of llic cottil ry. fl'i.e J. ary miiulmr
a volume. \o.v is a gwnl t,».e- lo i-u scribe

W. 1!. RIDWKLIi.
535 No. 5 ll't'kmaii street. New \mi>

PATENT AMBBOTYPES
Can otily ha obtained at

VANNtKSUNTS GALLERY,
Ko. 421 Pemujleaniu Avenue.

V(l AMItRO r\'I'K. pos-o- *insr any «l«-;rr» o <>«»:
^.1 ity, can he procured :l' any other « -:«! i, n
tins city, :»« Mr. Vaiinerson i- the only ain-t 111 \'v
(on who has secured from Mr Cutting tin. rivI I to
his process in tlirir producti# i.

Mt» Vaiinerson return* li:4 that.lis tor the very hi <

encouragement lie received * iiiic coMiinc'inj the - \\
IlitrM tidlicry lor the |:l.; |.i y):,r.,. and mlicits » .rouaseof hi* friends ami e .i!.!te at I i* New t.
ivliere he ha* greater laciljio * then turmeric for pn
ing lino portrait*, with nit tint lar.-t improve:! u>

,hc art of making Dagm iii-oiyprs, Atnhrotyp' *.
gr:ipt»-. iiiul Putt rail*. in Oil Co .on I'.rani* V
Board unil thmiva--. in \Va:»-r Color*. i .1 I'
Mr. Vaiinersoii'a Work ha* rocoiveil t c login «t

miums wliercver ii has lx-tin oxhitntoil. amt lalon Itmum*at iho World's Pair il in Ixunton. at the i
I'ltlu.'o I'.xiuluiioii iii .V w Vi-rU. a11he rafMM Kair« i
llie Maivlaiwt Institittc in (: ilnniorr. am' ai tno l"\
inn" of tlio Metropolitan Mm haiucs' In* ituto. In- atii
1'u.t; lit Ollire of the I nih il $tut, - anil »: tin >n,f
Institution hi Washington.
U f' Mr. Vannerson (hvoii-: hi* personal .if'

ili sitting*, ami Ins Oalli ry Laboratory ami r
Room* are ail upon tut- secoivj .loor.
Small il ivue. .eotypes enlarged to any re, «

alar curt y.aul to the cop fine of Painting*. Draw »» »
,

t'.nluary, ami art! Ins to | uteutcd.

C. B. HUTCHINSON'S
IJATKNTKD DARIli:!. MACIIIM'.RY i»ne,|ii»

witii which »lave« unit p.rad* tor i.in<i hour harre * -1

lay can he fiiiisheil from t!a- loir, rraily In In s. t up.
fraction less than three reft* n barrel. For parte u i* «aa
»r the purchase of rights, ai'l'i to

R MILBUH5, Washington, I). C..
Proprietor for Virgtaia, Arkansas, Cali nru lrdii'iia,Illinois, Missouri, \\ i.-con-en, Miehi. " <

5<if( mid all the. Territories.

GOOD MEDICINES.
It i* c*tiinateil that Ayrf< Cherry Pcrtorul n-.J <

ihnrtic Pilla have done uior* to promote the ( uhiie lie
lhaii any other chuw Tln-te ran be no (juesli.Ml that > *

Cherry Pectoral has by its thousand on thousand < " *

.. i'.n.ls ('AMI,:,, A si 1- ill i fn.iin 1 ii Ilr.. .1

Srr.. very much reduced t'gi proportion of dentin* mm
omminpiive disease* in th>t country. The Pill* nr.- .*»

joo<l a* the Pectoral, and will euro more cotup unit*

Kvcrybody needs more t*r le»* purging. Purge the * §
lood from in impurities. Purge the bowel*, hvi-r. r

he whole vigeernl system. from obstructions. Purge
tie diseases which fasten on the body. to wori it*)
dul for disease*, we should die only of old ace. Tul«
mlidote* early, and thrust it frrm the system, bi tore it's
fet too «lrotig to yield. ,

Ayer's rill* do thrust out diarase, not only while i n
ivealt. tun when it ha* taken h strong hold. Head
i«tnunding gtateinonts of tlkw who have been eureil hy
hem front dreadful Scrofula. Dropgy, I'lci r«. Smii i' »

'H-ei. Rheumatism. Neuralgia. Dyspepsia. It 'erntii Pn *

IhliouJ Com|ilaintR. Heartburn. Headache. Oout.
Many less dangerous hut sljll threatening ailment*. *ueh
»s Pimple* ott the Face, TVorm*. Nervous lrrttahiht>.
I.o** of Appetite, Irregularities, Diz/nie** in the lie
Jolds. Fever*. Dysentery, ami indeed every variety 01

roinplamts for which a Purgative remedy i* required
These are no random *lat»meula. hut tire authenticated

jy your own ueigtibors and y our own physicians.
Try t'uent once, and you will never lie without them.
Price S{5 eent* per ho*.file boxes for #1.
Prepared by Dr J. C. AVKR. Lowell, Massachusetts,

tnd sold by / D. OILMAN,* Washington, and all ret*p* et- 4

ible Druggist* everywhere. Kll
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